
 

 

 

Disinformation Challenge on May 25 and 26, 2020 
Student Project Competition on how to tackle disinformation takes place virtually  

 
The Embassies of Germany and France, in partnership with the National Film Board 
(www.onf.ca) and the University of Ottawa, are organizing a student project competition 
around the topic of disinformation on May 25 and 26, 2020. The objective is to have groups 
of students, coming from such diverse backgrounds as digital arts, sociology and 
communication, to propose a digital tool for understanding and decoding disinformation, 
within a limited amount of time. 
 
At the end of this challenge (May 26, 5pm), a jury composed of a member of the university, a 
member of the NFB, a representative from the Canadian Commission of UNESCO and a 
representative of each embassy will select the winning project to which will be allocated 
human, technical and financial resources in order to enable it to carry out its project and 
create a working prototype by the end of 2020. 
 
Originally, the project was conceived to be held in the new multimedia and multifunctional 
Learning Crossroads at the uOttawa. Due to the current COVID19 crisis, the project had to 
be transferred into a digital space and will now take place with the help of Slack. 
  
  
Project partners  
 
The German and French Embassies have decided in consultation with the University of 
Ottawa and the National Film Board (NFB), to work on the creation of an innovative digital 
tool against disinformation. 
 
The University of Ottawa, with its high profile, bilingualism, multidisciplinarity and 
multiculturalism, is particularly suited to this exercise. The various departments involved will 
include the creative exercise of responding to disinformation, as well as the development of 
the winning project, in the curriculum of their students wishing to participate.  
 
Following the NFB's mandate, art in the service of the public, its producers and technical 
directors will provide mentorship during the selection and the prototyping phase. The 
competing projects will aim at providing an answer to the main problems of modern society, 
and the NFB expertise will allow to accompany the students along the development, 
promotion and distribution of the winning project. The NFB is also a long-standing partner 
of the Franco-German channel and cultural cornerstone, ARTE. 
 

http://www.onf.ca/


 

 

 

Franco-German dimension of the project 
 
Franco-German cooperation is essential in this project, which addresses a topic that 
concerns both Canada and our two countries. Sharing the same values, ideals and democratic 
model, it is imperative to search for solutions to protect our societies from disinformation. 
Moreover, the mechanisms already in place in each of our countries to combat 
misinformation will be highlighted throughout the project in order to inspire Canadians and 
emphasize complementarities between the tools.  
 
 
For more information: 

Eva Willems 
Spokesperson of the Embassy 
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 
pr-1@otta.diplo.de  
+1 613-867-5576 
 

Eric Navel 
Spokesperson of the Embassy 
Ambassade de France au Canada 
eric.navel@diplomatie.gouv.fr  
+1 613-408-7097 
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